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After “going for the gold” at this year’s National Veterans Golden Age Games,
the top senior athletes among the nation’s veterans will have the chance to test
their mettle at next year’s Senior Olympics.

This new opportunity is possible through
an agreement between VA and the National Se-
nior Games Association, a community-based
member of the U.S. Olympic Committee. The
agreement allows some finalists at the 18th Na-
tional Veterans Golden Age Games, held July
18-23 in Fresno, Calif., to qualify as competi-
tors for the 2005 Senior Olympics.

The NSGA, which serves 50 member state
organizations located in 49 states plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia, spearheads the senior games
movement, sanctioning and coordinating the
efforts of senior games organizations across the
country.

Under the agreement, veterans who won
gold or silver medals at the veterans’ games in
bowling, horseshoes, shuffleboard, table tennis,
50- and 100-yard freestyle, discus and shot put
qualify for the 2005 Senior Olympics, which
will be held June 3-18, 2005, in Pittsburgh.
Other veterans who met or exceeded minimum
performance standards in certain time or dis-
tance events also qualify.

Top Golden Age Games Athletes Get
Chance to Compete in Senior Olympics

VA released its first
ever five-year capital
plan on June 28. With
more than 5,500 build-
ings and about 32,000
acres of land nation-
wide, it is critical that
VA have a systematic
and comprehensive
framework for manag-
ing its portfolio of capi-
tal assets.

The plan provides
a blueprint for effective
management of the
department’s capital in-
vestments that will lead
to improved resource
use and more effective
health care and ben-
efits delivery for the
nation’s veterans. The
capital plan also identi-
fies VA’s highest priority
needs for new con-
struction and expan-
sion of cemeteries in
areas where burial
sites will soon be de-
pleted, new benefits
administration office fa-
cilities, and information
technology projects de-
signed to improve cus-
tomer service and en-
hance delivery of VA
benefits.

VA’s 5-Year Capital
Plan can be down-
loaded from the
Intranet at
vaww.va.gov/oaem or
the Internet at
www.va.gov/oaem.

VA’s First
5-Year Capital
Plan Released

Washing your hands and covering your coughs can make a
huge difference in reducing the spread of infection in hospi-
tals. A collaboration of VA Central Office and field experts
has developed a series of more than 60 colorful posters for
the VA medical system to convey this message to all staff,
patients and visitors.

The posters will be distributed in September to key
contacts in infection control, patient safety, occupational
health, prevention, patient education and public affairs.
These posters are part of a new VA campaign described
at www.publichealth.va.gov/infectiondontpassiton.

Infection: Don’t Pass It On

Participant Sunny Shapiro carries
the California state flag during open-
ing ceremonies at this year’s Golden
Age Games in Fresno.
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